131.   SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, BHOJESWAR

June 12, 1925

Mahatmaji spoke in Hindi and Badshah Mia translated it in Bengali.
Mahatmaji, after thanking them for the address they had given him, said that
they had asked him td speak about Congress. He would comply with their
expectation. He said that, if they wanted swaraj in Hindusthan, they would
have to do three things. Everyone, king or peasant, rich or poor, Hindu or
Mussalman, man or woman, would have to spin at least half an hour daily.
Everyone should try to bring about Hindu-Mussalman unity and to remove
untouchability.

Mahatmaji did not believe their assertion that there was no untouchability
in Bengal as it was in other parts of India. He said that Hindu religion
never taught that they should not drink water touched by Namudras, bar-
bers and washermen.

Mahatmaji next advised them to forsake evils. He asked them not to
drink, and not to visit the houses of public women.

Referring to Congress work, he said that those who'thought the Congress
to be dead were wrong in their conclusion. Congress was not dead. Its workers
had practically died. Hitherto people knew that the Congress work meant
speech-making and creating excitement. But that was not the real work of this
great, national organization. The duty of the Congress workers was to serve
people and it was the want of that spirit of silent and unostentatious service
that had thrown the Congress in the background. He said, as long as there
were five real workers in the Congress, it could not die. Congress had no
want of work to do as long as one single man of India puts on foreign clothes.

Referring to the duties of the Congress workers, Mahatmaji said that mil-
lions of Indians were starving. Let them give them-the charkha and they
would be able to save^ their brothers.2
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andhiji was earEer presented with an address on behalf of the people
of Dakshinapara.

2 A purse of one thousand rupees was presented to Gandhiji.